
Ellen is a Role Model 
By Brian 
 
Ellen DeGeneres was born on January 

26, 1958 she is an American standup come-
dian, actress, and is also an Emmy award win-
ning host of her wonderful talk show The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show.  She has hosted both the 
Academy Awards and the Primetime Emmys.  

As a film actress, she starred in Mr. 
Wrong, appeared in “EdTV” and the love let-
ter, and provided the voice of Dory in Disney’s 
animated hit finding “Nemo” She also starred 
in two television sitcoms, the Ellen show from 
2001 to 2002 and Ellen from 1994 to 1998. In 
1997 during the fourth season of Ellen, she 
came out publicly as a Lesbian in an appear-
ance on the Oprah Winfrey Show. Shortly af-
terwards, her character Ellen Morgan also 
came out and the series went on to explore 
various LGBT issues as well as the coming 
process.  Her coming out led to a storm of me-
dia attention, including her photo on the cover 
of Time Magazine with the tag, "Yep, I'm gay." 
There was also criticism that the show was 
now "too gay."  

For a time after her public declaration, 
her career suffered from backlash. In 2003 she 
launched her daytime television talk show, The 
Ellen DeGeneres Show. It won 15 Emmy 
Awards and is the first talk show to win the 
Emmy for Outstanding Talk Show for its first 
three seasons. 
She is a great role model for all.  She’s done so 
much for the LGBT community as a whole, for 
both youth and adults.  She is a great actress, a 
great leader and a funny woman.  She has 
many talents.  And what is most outstanding 
about her is that she is gay, out 
and proud.  She is a celebrity 
and her career is going great, 
even after she came out.  Now 
that is a role model.  That is 
why she is a role model. 
 
 

Peer Educators Present Homophobia 
Workshops in Seaford 
By Devin 
 
 Nelson and Zaida, two of Pride for 
Youth’s Peer Educators, along with Devin 
Escobar, Peer Education Program Manager at 
Pride for Youth, presented a series of homo-
phobia workshops at a high school in Seaford 
for teens with unique needs.  The Seaford Aca-
demic Center is a Nassau BOCES (Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services) high school 
which runs several programs that allow stu-
dents such as teenage mothers, GED students, 
and those who speak English as a second lan-
guage to finish high school where they might 
ordinarily fall behind. 
 A total of four very interactive work-
shops were presented, including one of which 
was the first homophobia workshop presented 
in Spanish by Pride for Youth, to Seaford Aca-
demic Center’s students.  In regards to the 
Spanish language workshop, Zaida said, “The 
workshops went pretty well.  It is important to 
provide Spanish workshops to Latinos because 
of our culture.  I enjoyed it.” The fact that the 
workshop was co-facilitated by the peer educa-
tors was also groundbreaking.  Nelson said, “I 
feel because we are teenagers, the students we 
presented to got something more out of our 
workshop.  Youth relate more to their peers.”  
Reflecting back, it can be stated that the homo-
phobia workshops, including the presentation 
in Spanish, were all a success. 


